70                            ENGLISH TRAITS.                       [OHAP.

any other army. Before the bombardment of the
Danish forts in the Baltic, Nelson spent day after
day, himself in the boats, on the exhausting service
of sounding the channel. Clerk of Eldin's celebrated
manoeuvre of breaking the line of sea-battle, and
Nelson's feat of doubling, or stationing his ships one
on the outer bow and another on the outer quarter
of each of the enemy's, were only translations into
naval tactics of Bonaparte's rule of concentration,
Lord Collingwood was accustomed to tell his men,
that, if they could fire three well-directed broadsides
in five minutes, no vessel could resist them; and,
from constant practice, they came to do it in three
minutes and a half.

But conscious that no race of better men exists,
they rely most on the simplest means; and do not
like ponderous and difficult tactics, but delight to bring
the affair hand to hand; where the victory lies with
the strength, courage, and endurance of the indi-
vidual combatants. They adopt every improvement
in rig, in motor, in weapons, but they fundamentally
believe that the beat stratagem in naval war is to lay
your ship close alongside of the enemy's ship, and
bring all your guns to bear on him, until you or he
go to the bottom. This is the old fashion, which
never goes out of fashion, neither in nor out of England.

It is not usually a point of honour, nor a religious
sentiment, and never any whim, that they will shed
their blood for; but usually property, and right
measured by property, that broods revolution. They
have no Indian taste for a tomahawk-dance, no French